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Converting a Scanned PDF to a text file








I have done a little fiddling and seem to be able to convert a PDF that is a scan of a book, to text format here is the approach in Ubuntu.



1. Put your .pdf in a folder, navigate to that folder in the command line.

2. Type the following:


pdftoppm -png [filename].pdf [prefix]


3. Next install gocr


sudo apt-get install gocr 

4. Finally this command:


for i in *.png; do gocr -i $i -o $i.txt; done



You'll have a big list of .txt files.



Now you can concatenate all the files.




cat *.txt >> [new_file].txt 



I won't claim that the text files are pretty at all, but you can take them and start to massage them so that you end up with a nice text file you can then use a speed reading app with.



If you build something that cleans these up, share it below. 



Alternately if the PDF is not an image but a real PDF Text file, then a simple pdftotext command should work.
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Something else you might be interested in:


	
Raspberry Pi + HDHomeRun Dual = OTA DVR

My latest project has involved working towards a cord cutting world.   Lets get started.   The Parts   (prices as of current posting)  35.09...


	
Post JSON to Nodejs from Angularjs

I'm struggling with the title of this post as I searched many ways but couldn't find something simple like this.  If you have any ot...


	
Using NodeJS as an Intranet Webserver

I'll be posting tips as I come across them of using NodeJS  as an intranet webserver.   Long story short, I want to build a Roku  app th...


	
Emailster

   +     +     =   Emailster   Today I'm planning to talk about SendGrid, AngularJS and FireBase. SendGrid is an email delivery service ...


	
Modifying Bluetooth Chat

I started out trying to pull the android bluetooth chat application from the developer website....BAD IDEA. I spent quite a bit of time comm...
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